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Armstrong welcomes Assembly Report into the Dioxin Contamination
Incident of December 2008

Mid Ulster MLA Billy Armstrong has welcomed the findings of an Assembly
Report into the Dioxin contamination of animal feed in December 2008 which cost
the Executive more than £4 million and led to a major cull of animals.

Mr Armstrong said;

“The Dioxin contamination incident was a huge blow to the agricultural sector in
Northern Ireland, with a major cull of animals and a collapse in consumer
confidence as pork products were withdrawn from sale.

The Report was scathing in its criticisms of the lack of communication between the
authorities in the Republic of Ireland where the feed was contaminated, and the
Department of Agriculture in Northern Ireland.

It is incredible that Northern Ireland’s Agriculture Minister learned of the
impending crisis in an RTE TV news bulletin on a Saturday night, in spite of the
fact that a meeting was held earlier that day involving the Republic’s Prime
Minister, Agriculture Minister and other interested parties.

| therefore particularly welcome the recommendation that a strategy should be
created to allow development of early warning systems for future potential
contamination incidents so that action can be taken to minimise the risks for the
food chain and the economic consequences for the farming and food production
industries. This strategy should also ensure that the early warning systems inform
other Member States and regions who may be affected.

This situation was intolerable and must never be permitted to occur again. The
Northern Ireland agriculture sector has suffered more than enough as it is.”
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